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Behind the Scenes of DMS 
By Delaney Hopkins 

 

Delran Middle School is a place of learning, friendliness, and 
growth. But, do we really pay attention to what happens after we leave?  
How are our halls always so clean?  How is all of our technology prepared 
for us to use?  How do we always have lunch everyday?  
 It’s not magic, that’s for sure. The school day is busy, yeah, but, 
after hours, it’s even busier. Once we board the bus, unseen “superheroes” 
as one may call it, swoop in to get the school ready for the next day of 
knowledge. Janitors, IT professionals, cafeteria staff, and secretaries are 
all DMS’s secret weapons. They work behind the scenes, in the shadows, 
to make the school a safe and clean place to learn.  People like Mrs. 
Doganieri, Mrs. Veight, and Mrs. Rambo who are very calm and caring 
every morning, or Mr. Snyder the custodian, who always greets us each 
day. How about Mr. Mars, the tech guy, or Mr. Bryson, our head of 
maintenance? How much do we think about them every day?  
 They work incredibly hard just so we can benefit. For all of their 
labor and love that has gone into this school, into our 
education, when do we ever say something as little 
as, ‘thank you’? When do we ever write them a letter 
explaining how much we appreciate them? Because, 
yes, they are our secret weapons. And yes, they work 
in the shadows. But no, they should not be unseen.  

By Olivia Schlosky 
 
Welcome to the first edition of 

the 2016-17 Grizzly Gazette! On 
October 13th, the newspaper staff retired 
the school newspaper, formally the Cub 
Courier.   Seventh grader, Kennedy 
Pettiford’s new name, The Grizzly 
Gazette was voted in. As Kennedy 
would say, “I was making history!”  
Students were asked to submit name 
suggestions to the main office.  
 This year, the name was 
changed because of misunderstandings 
in regard to what was a “courier”. 
Oxford Dictionary defines it as a 
messenger or “a member of a diplomatic 
service entrusted with bearing 
messages.” Oxford also describes a 
“gazette” as a “newspaper; an official 
journal (or) an announcement.”  
 This year, as part of our Delran 
Bear spirit, we are the Grizzly Gazette! 
On behalf of the Grizzly Gazette news 
team, we thank everyone who submitted 
names, and a special congratulations to 
Kennedy Pettiford for the Grizzly 
Gazette! Happy reading! 

New Name 
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Miss Sanchirico 
 

DMS Grizzly Gazette  Issue 2, Year 36 

By Claire Logue 
 

Miss Sanchirico is the new eighth grade Spanish teacher at 
Delran Middle School (she also teaches at DHS). When asked why 
she chose to teach Spanish, she responded, “I love Spanish so much, 
and I love it when other kids fall in love with it.” She believes that the 
country will be bilingual in 20-30 years, so it is necessary to speak it. 
This is her third year of teaching. Besides teaching, Miss Sanchirico 
loves her cat, Emmitt Smith, and she even says, “Emmitt is [my] life.” 
She enjoys it when any of the Philadelphia sports teams win, and she 
also likes the Arkansas Razorbacks. Miss Sanchirico has lived in 

many Spanish speaking countries including Spain, 
Argentina, and Mexico. While visiting these countries, 
she has tried many weird foods such as frogs, sharks, 
and chicken hearts. Welcome Miss Sanchirico to Delran 
Middle School! 

By Hannah Whitehead 
and Gennifer Wieckowski 

 
Did you ever wonder 

what the new 6A Social Studies 
teacher is like? Well, here are 
some exciting things about Ms. 
Pappas!  On the weekends, she 
loves to spend time with her 
family and friends. In her free 
time, she goes shopping, gets 
lunch, and gets her nails 
painted. She also enjoys 
watching movies. Her favorite 
movie is, Eagle Eye. Over the 
summer, she goes to the beach 
and reads.  She loves teaching, 
and loves the students because 
they are fun to hang out with. 
She loves the teachers that she 
works and 
with spends 
with. When 
you see Ms. 
Pappas, give 
her a big 
smile! 

Miss Pappas 
 

By Gabrielle Moseley and Alyson Reim 
 

As you may or may not know, Mrs. Acevedo had a baby boy 
over the summer.  We welcome her long term substitute Ms. Grasso. 
She started working here last year to fill in for Ms. Acevedo, who went 
out on maternity leave. We welcome Ms. Grasso back to DMS!  We 
wanted to ask Ms. Grasso a few questions, to get to know her!   
 When we asked her, her opinions on the new BEAR period, 
the shorter walking times, and no homeroom, she replied, that she 
loves the BEAR time, because she can help the students.  When 6B 
students needs any help Ms. Grasso is always there to lend a hand!  
She helps with lockers, assignments, and any other team activity!  Ms. 

Grasso enjoys watching the students socialize at 
lunchtime but said that the dapping is still a distraction!   
 When Ms. Grasso isn’t at work, she enjoys her 
family.  She hopes that everyone here at DMS has a 
great year, and we hope the same for Ms. Grasso! 

Ms. Grasso 
 

                                             By Jack Williams 
 
Miss Mann grew up in Delran N.J and went to college at Rutgers University.  

She is a graduate student from St. Joseph’s University. Miss Mann has been teaching for 
three years and chose social studies because of a nice teacher in high school. Miss Mann's favorite 
subject to teach is sectionalism. Miss Mann taught at Delran High School and Gateway High School 
before she came to the middle school.  Miss Mann’s likes free time is spent seeing her friends and 
family, reading, and watching TV.  She also has one pet, which is a cat. Welcome to DMS, Miss Mann. 

Miss Mann 
 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Issue [#] :: [Date] 

3 

 
DMS Grizzly Gazette  Issue 2, Year 36 

By Kirsten Bleming 
 
The 80s were obviously known for their large number of 

classic movie releases. Such as the Goonies, E.T, Ghostbusters, 
and Star Wars, it seemed like nothing could top these blockbuster 
hits. But then, in 1985, a movie known as “Back to the Future” was 
shown in theaters throughout the world, bringing a new twist to the 
science fiction genre. Instantly, every kid in the 80s wanted to be 
like Marty McFly, with his skateboard and his time travelling car. But 
the real question is… is this movie really that good? Will it still hold 
up to today’s generation, even after 31 years? Well, I decided to 
take a look at this adventure, and to see if it really is the blockbuster 
hit we all think it is. 
 As for the main characters, Marty McFly (played by Michael 
J. Fox) is a very interesting character, and you can see the internal 
struggles he goes through. He’s a likeable guy, and his traits can be 
described as a funny, mischievous, and at rare times a very serious 
character. His friend, Dr. Emmett Brown, (played by Christopher 
Lloyd) is a hilarious character, and even when he’s trying to be 
serious, he still has that spark in him that just makes you want to 
roll over laughing, which fits really well with the story.   
 Now, many people believe that this movie is outdated, 
because of the low quality of visual and computer effects that were 
used during the 1980s to make the movie, and the odd scenarios 
the characters are in. And that is true; but I feel these flaws give the 
movie a lot of character. When Marty goes back to 1955, the setting 
and character change really fits well with the story it’s trying to tell, 
with the costume and scene changes, the way people thought,  how 
people talked back then, and just even the characters personalities 
themselves.  
 All in all, kids in today’s world would enjoy this movie. It’s 
funny, the characters are likeable, the story makes sense, and 
people would obviously get a good laugh out of it. On a scale from 1 
to 10, I would give this movie a 9, for its funny humor, enjoyable 
characters, and awesome set changes.  This movie is truly a 
classic.         

“Back to the Future”  
Movie Review 
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BEAR and What It Means 

 

1 
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By Olivia Schlosky 
 

This year, Delran Middle School started BEAR period, or Band, Extra 
support, Advisory, and Reading/Writing. The new period was put into the 
schedule between 2nd and 3rd period classes.  BEAR gives the opportunity for 
students to read, make up tests, participate in extracurricular activities, or just 
do homework. In the past 2 weeks, I have gone around to classrooms of all 
grades to see what DMS really thinks of the new BEAR period. 
 Before even asking the questions I had prepared, I observed a 
common thread between all the classes; the majority of students were reading.  
I also noted that every classroom procedure was different. Some teachers 
wouldn’t let their students out of the room at all, while other teachers had kids 
walking around the room and talking with each other.  
 When I asked around 50 students if they enjoyed and benefitted from 
the new BEAR period, the majority of them said “yes.” The survey also found 
that the 2 most popular things to do in BEAR was to read (24 students) and to 
do homework that was due that day (20 students.) A teacher that I interviewed 
pointed out that some students misjudge their time and plan to do homework 
that is due that day in BEAR, but run out of time. An example of this may be if a 
student planned on doing homework during BEAR on the day we had the 
evacuation drill. The drill took the whole period and the student would have to 
go to class without his or her work done. I also found that 32 students said that 
the new period was necessary, while 6 said no, 3 were unsure, and 6 said that 
it isn’t necessary, but they would like it to stay. 
 The question of how long BEAR should be also came up. 7 students 
said that it should be shorter; 6 students said that it should be around 20-25 
minutes long. 11 students said that is should be longer, around 40-45 minutes 
long. However, 25 kids said that it was fine as the 30 minutes it is now. One 
band student said that time goes by fast in BEAR band, but she wouldn’t 
extend it because there is no more time to take out of the day. She also said 
the band during BEAR leaves her afternoons free to do as she pleases. 

In BEAR, you constantly need to be doing something productive, but 
some students wish for the freedom to just relax. Finally, a student suggested 
that if you don’t have any work to do, kids should be able to go to the gym. 
Since there is no recess at DMS and there are 2 cycles in which you don’t have 
gym during the day, many students think that there should be the freedom to go 
outside. 
 Even though BEAR is mostly for the students, teachers and staff are 
affected by it too. Most teachers said that they grade papers, plan lessons, give 
extra help, and administer make up tests during the period. 7th Grade Science 
teacher, Mr. Browne said that first, he gets the class started, then he gives 
extra help to whoever comes to him, and then he plans his lessons.  
 After my interviews of the student body and staff, I have found that 
many people think that BEAR is beneficial. BEAR has gone over well with 
students and staff. There are some changes that could be made, but there are 
some like Mr. Martello that say, “I am a huge supporter of this.” What do you 
say? 

DMS Grizzly Gazette  Issue 2, Year 36 

 
“We must use time wisely 
and forever realize that 
time is always ripe to do 
right.” 
 

Nelson Mandela 
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By Claire Logue 
 
BEAR period is essentially a study hall; it allows students to 

have a chance to do independent work, see teachers for help, or go to 
band. Every day for thirty minutes, students have the chance to catch 
up on their homework or read a book. It sounds like a good idea, right? 
Although there are many good things about BEAR period, there are 
also some bad things that come with it.  
 Many students agree that BEAR period is very beneficial and 
that it has a lot of pros. For example, BEAR period gives students to 
have a chance to catch up on work. If they have a lot of homework, or 
want to a read a book, they are free to do that. In this case, it is like a 
study hall. Sadie Mackinnon, 8th grade, states, “It gives us a time to do 
our homework and also gives us some free time to ourselves.”  Or, if 
you are having trouble with a class, you are allowed to go see a teacher 
for help. Moreover, sign-ups that would normally take place after school 
can also be help during BEAR period. One activity that takes place 
during BEAR is band. Students meet everyday to play their instruments 
instead of two days a week after school. One band member, Hannah 
Cascio states, “One pro is that band students do not have to stay after 
school for band. They can do it during the day.” To find out more, I 
asked Mr. Dorfman, the band director, he said, “It’s really nice to see 
everyone everyday. During after school band, there were a lot of 
absences. Now, the whole band is together everyday.” Many students 
are wishing for BEAR to stay, as it really helps them with their 
schoolwork.  
 With all of these pros, there are also some negative things 
about BEAR period. If you take a half an hour out of the school day, you 
have to cut down time on other things. Unfortunately, BEAR period is 
taking away time between classes, which means less time to do 
important things. Hannah Cascio states, “A con about the BEAR period 
is that we have less time in the hallways so we can’t go to our lockers.” 
If students does not have the chance to go to their lockers, they have to 
carry all their heavy materials for classes around all day. Another con is 
that students may not be taking BEAR period seriously. They may be 
goofing off and not doing any work. BEAR period is a time for 
independent work, not a time to talk to friends. In addition, students may 
be using this time to finish homework they did not do the night before. 
This means they might slack off on doing work because they know they 
can do it during this time. So what do you think-should BEAR period 
stay or go? 

The Pros and Cons of BEAR Period 

 

DMS Grizzly Gazette  Issue 2, Year 36 

By Sierra Schofield and Jack Williams 
 

Cross-country is not only a sport where you 
run, but where you meet new people. You are always 
welcomed and it is a great place to show your true 
colors. Not only are you exercising, but also, you are 
also rewarded with a treat at the end. You can set goals 
for yourself. Here are some opinions from cross-country 
participants.  
 

8th grader, Zach Gutekunst says,” Cross-
country is really fun, and I wish more kids did it.   Every 
year we have had 10-15 more people and Mr. Mongo 
makes it really fun.” Anyone from any grade can sign up.  

 
8B Language Arts teacher, Mr. Mongo says 

that in order to run, you have to have fun. He thinks that 
it’s nice to watch 6th through 8th graders at the starting 
line become a greater athlete than they were at the start 
of the year. 
     
  All in all, cross-country is a very exciting sport 
and anybody can join, no matter how fast you are. When 
you step over the finish line, you have achieved your 
goal, which is very rewarding. It’s a great way to get 
active and have fun.   

Cross Country 

 By Elley Perez 
 

What are you sitting around here for?  You 
“Gotta catch em’ all”.  Should you play or not?  
Pokemon Go can be both good and bad, and I’ll tell you 
why.  My first con is that Pokemon Go uses Wi-Fi and if 
you're out and about it uses data up.  Secondly, many 
reports have come in about people walking into poles, 
traffic, etc. because they weren't aware of their 
surroundings due to playing this game.   
 On the other side, a pro that this game offers 
is exercise.  It gets you up and moving, instead of sitting 
around. Another bonus, are watching adorable cute 
creatures and you can interact with your friends.   
 The decision is yours.  Just make sure you're 
safe and traveling with a buddy! 

Pokemon Go! 
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DMS DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?   
ASK OUR VERY OWN MISS ANSWERS FOR 

HELP!  

] 
Dear Miss Answers, 

I can't believe summer passed by so quickly. Do you have any 
advice for a brand-new sixth grader?  

-Baby of the School 
 
 
Dear Baby of the School, 

Sixth grade can definitely be a tough time, especially when 
you’re new! As important as focusing on your education is, you can't 
get through the school year without good friends. Try to find that 
perfect balance between good friends, maintaining healthy friendships, 
and getting all your schoolwork done while receiving good grades. 
Hope I helped you out!   

-Miss Answers 
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